
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Mission  

Our mission is to provide a dynamic learning environment that 

exemplifies the principles of Montessori education.  We foster 

independence, self-discipline and joy in our students so that they are 

prepared to participate with confidence as citizens in a changing world.  

 

Pacific Crest School provides the foundation from which students 

explore their wider community through service and extensions to the land 

at the Pacific Crest Farm Campus. 

 

Opportunities to fully integrate their experiences are provided through our 

visual arts programs, creative writing, research, oral and written 

presentations.  As a result students leave their Montessori education with 

a sense of personal vision and a belief in their ability to make the world a 

better place. 

 

 

Vision  

The vision of Pacific Crest School is that our urban and rural programs 

and campuses merge into a unified program with both components 

guided by the mission. 

 

Our vision is to continue to refine our role as an exemplary Montessori 

program that is recognized as a model of Montessori education, past, 

present and future. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From our Head of School 
 

Dear Pacific Crest Community, 

 

In 2017/18, our school enjoyed a healthy enrollment, an involved and creative community, and a dynamic 

year of growth for our children and staff.  We did all of this while making significant strides in both our 

financial sustainability and our community engagement. 

 

Our 215 children and adolescents enjoyed another year of discoveries and accomplishments thanks to our 

dedicated and inspired teachers, our caring assistants and staff, our supportive parents and, of course, the 

full engagement of the children themselves.  This combination is what makes our community thrive with a 

heartbeat and creativity that our children absorb and emulate.  A new and dynamic auction team pulled our 

community together for a wonderful party in an historic Seattle venue (old Elliott Bay Books!), netting more 

than $100,000.  Eleven teachers and seven assistants, representing all school levels, attended several 

Montessori workshops and returned excited by scores of new possibilities they can bring to our children. 

Topics included History, Music, Social Development, Geography, and Integrating the Garden or Farm.  

 

Developing a new strategic plan was an important focus for me and our Board this year.  Jennifer Knauer, a 

landscape architect and strategic planner by profession and long time Pacific Crest parent, orchestrated 

the many pieces involved in this work.  With surveys and facilitated, cross-level, small-group conversations, 

teachers, staff, and current & alumni parents and students contributed their insights to this school wide 

self assessment and reflection.  These mixed group conversations were invaluable to me and a lot of fun! 

 

This year Pacific Crest School’s renewed involvement in the national Montessori community inspired our 

staff as a whole, connected us to the roots of our mission and also brought our school $56,000 through a 

generous grant.  In the summer, we began the first year of a three year AMI Primary Teacher training 

program, in which three of our own staff enrolled.  And in October we hosted a groundbreaking AMI Bold 

Goal meeting of national and international Montessori leaders, including our school’s founder, Jacquie 

Maughan.  

 

For the Bold Gold, more than sixty AMI and AMS national leaders and trainers were welcomed by Pacific 

Crest board members, teachers and students of all ages who shared handmade cards, art and musical 

performances.  Inspired by the generous spirit of our children, and led by the Executive Director of AMI, 

Lynne Lawrence, and our own board member and parent, Kate Hastings, the whole group forged a 

collaborative path to triple the number of AMI trained Montessori teachers in the United States by 2021.  A 

goal that can have a transformative effect on our nation!  What an honor to be a part of that. 

 

Thank you, Pacific Crest Community, for a wonderful year,  

 

Dorrie Knapp Guy 

 

 



From our Board  
 

Dear Pacific Crest School Community, 

  

As we embrace the exciting beginnings of the new school year, we also reflect upon the many 

milestones that we, as a community, have achieved this past year.  

 

● With feedback from 200 parents, teachers, alumni and students, the Board and Dorrie embarked 

on the development of a new three-year strategic plan that explores opportunities for school 

programs, the farm, campus facilities, our community and parent communications. The plan will 

be shared this November. 

 

● Together with teachers and staff, parents helped raise  $53,425  for “Raise the Paddle” at the 

Starlight Auction. These funds will help us to provide warm, sheltered workspaces at the farm 

and in the courtyard.   A small slice of these funds has already been put to work, enhancing the 

courtyard with materials and tools that are being enjoyed by all of our children across levels. 

 

● In partnership with our farm managers, Jen and Bob, we completed the acquisition of the parcel 

of land to the west of the farm.  This opens up a new realms of learning and exploration for our 

children in a beautiful small meadow, forest, brook and verdant fern ravine.  

 

● And last but certainly not least, the opportunity that surfaced late this summer to purchase our 

school brings with it a rich assortment of opportunities for our school, like growth of the 

elementary and middle schools, enhanced athletic, art and music opportunities, a library with 

communal area for children and parent volunteers across all levels and more space for the 

primary aftercare programs.  

  

From volunteering at school events and donating time in the library, to helping transport children 

to/from field trips and through generous personal financial contributions, we appreciate all of the ways 

that your family helps the success of our growing Montessori community. Here’s to another great year. 

  

Thank you,  

 

The Pacific Crest Board of Trustees 

 

Pacific Crest Board members 2017-18 

Tiffany Volosin 

Kate Hastings 

Jutta Von Stieglitz 

Ginelle Cousins 

Dana Hovig 

Danny McGregor 

Thomas B. Nedderman 

Mark Peterson 

Laura Ray 

 



Financials 
Pacific Crest School (PCS) remained financially strong in fiscal 2018.  Revenue exceeded our forecast 

for the second consecutive year. The resulting growth in cash from operations enabled us to continue 

to make strategic investments in priority areas while still ending the year with a healthy balance. 

 

One of our financial planning goals is for PCS to serve as a living model of a well-run 

organization—consistent with the skills, tools, and frameworks taught across the Montessori 

educational programs.  Achieving this goal starts with transparency. To that end, our fiscal 2018 

financial results are reported below. 

 

  Fiscal Year 2017-18    (August 1st, 2017- July 31st 2018) 
Revenues   

Tuition & Fees    2,875,778 82.63% 

Fundraising   465,791 13.38% 

Farm & Other   138,814 3.99% 

Total Revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    3,480,383 100% 

Expenses   

Program & Personnel    2,220,691 77.23% 

Facilities & Equipment   322,585 11.22% 

Fundraising   177,418 6.17% 

Administrative & Other (Excluding Depreciation)   154,635 5.38% 

Total Operating Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    2,875,329 100% 

Operating Income   605,054  

Capital Expenditures 32,935  

Cash & Receivables & Investments 1,295,683  

Designated Fund  (Sports court & professional development & 

Raise the Paddle) 

   81,025  

Deferred Revenue (Prepaid Tuition & Deposit)   763,859  

 



 

 
 
 
 

Community 
 

“I now realize that there are the 

everyday meaningful things we don't 

often consider, which together create a 

body of knowledge after eleven years 

of walking through the same door! 

There is so much there to talk about, 

so much life lived. Our boys are who 

they are because of Pacific Crest. “  

 - Deb, parent of a current  

6th grader & 2018 grad 

 

 



Annual Events 
 

● Middle School Retreat 

● Opening Ceremony  

● Garden Work Parties 

● Cider Making at the Farm  

● Primary Parent Teas 

● Farm Work Parties  

● Frugal Lunch  & Food 

Drive 

● Wreath Making & Book 

Fair  

● Solstice Celebration 

● Middle School Play  

● Spring Fling Dance 

● Pancake Breakfast 

● Starlight Auction  

● Plant Sale 

● Farm Celebration 

● All MS Literary Night  

       & 8th Grade Art Show  

1. Recognition Ceremonies 

2. Middle School Graduation 

3. End of Year Family Picnic 

4. Field Day  

5. Summer Farm Harvest 

Tuesdays 

6. Summer Farm Picnics 

7. Summer Class Meet-ups 

         At Pacific Crest, we work and celebrate together! Within each 

classroom, our teachers nurture robust small communities -- and in our 

shared spaces and times beyond those walls, a broader community, 

cultivated and sustained by older students, faculty, staff, parents and 

grandparents, reveals even greater gifts to our children.  

        As adults dedicated to supporting human development to the fullest 

degree, we find ways for each child, parent and staff member to 

contribute to events large and small that keep our school community 

vibrant. Our children absorb so much from seeing older and younger 

students, their parents and other adults engage in the responsibilities, 

the opportunities and the unique joys of being an active member of this 

incredible community of families.  

       Parents may volunteer their time or their professional skills to 

support student directed projects within the classroom and in the 

broader Seattle community. They also create after school activities and 

orchestrate fabulous whole school, parent events, like our elegant Arts 

Night, the beloved Spring Farm Celebration, a record breaking Annual 

Fund Campaign and dig in to garden and farm work parties that keep 

our campuses healthy and beautiful.  

        For new families, volunteering is a wonderful opportunity to connect 

with other families and to start forging long lasting relationships. Our 

Parent Coordinators play a key role in organizing opportunities to 

connect and contribute to efforts within the classroom, After Care, the 

Farm and Whole School communities.  

       Thank you all, for your engagement in this great work that we do 

together. 

 

 



 

Programs 

“Our care of the child should be governed not by the desire to make him 

learn things but by the endeavor always to keep burning within him that 

light which is called intelligence.”      Maria Montessori 

 

 

   
 

  

 

“She gets to learn the How and Why behind facts instead 

of just the facts. She gets the concrete foundations of the 

abstract, and lessons that are designed to engage her at 

her level of development. She gets to investigate, 

experiment, plan field trips, and create projects to find out 

how the world works. She gets to use any material in the 

art studio she wants.” 

Ada, parent of current 4th grader 
 

 

 

 

 



 

            

Primary   Help me do it by myself. 

The specially prepared environment for the 3 to 6 year old is truly a ‘Children’s House’, 

where movement, sensorial exploration, cognitive development and independence are 

encouraged and facilitated. Our multi-aged classrooms allow the children to learn from 

each other while taking on roles that develop leadership, responsibility and confidence. 

Each child’s freedom to engage in a chosen lesson for the amount of time she needs 

without being interrupted, allows the child to fully develop her self control, concentration, 

and love of learning.  

 

        The young child takes in holistically all that is in his environment. Dr. Montessori 

called this powerful ability of the young child, ‘the absorbent mind.’ For this reason, the 

Primary guide knows that each and every word, act and component of the environment 

must be selected with great care. The absorbent mind of the child allows the child to 

learn with ease all that is around him, including social norms and progressively 

challenging lessons in practical life, math, language, sensorial and cultural areas.  

 

        In Primary a small community is created where cooperation is encouraged and 

individuality is recognized. Until they begin staying for the entire school day (‘extended 

day’), most lessons are given individually, allowing each child to progress at his or her own 

pace. Our goal is for each child to develop the powers of concentration fully and emerge 

from this special developmental time with a grounded confidence in their abilities and a 

sense of pride and joy in purposeful work. 

 

 

 

97 
Number of Primary 

students 

 

     27  

Graduation sashes 

embroidered 

 

33 
PCS Farm pumpkins 

carved by Extended 

Day Primary 

students with help 

from Middle School 

students 

 

500 
Total cups of tea 

served at parent 

teas 

 

 



Elementary   Help me think for myself. 

         The Elementary program embraces investigations into the whole of human culture and knowledge.  We 

design the child’s opportunities and lessons to capitalize on the developmental characteristics of the child 

aged 6 - 12: A heightened imagination, a reasoning mind, a deep desire to work in groups and a huge appetite 

for knowledge. All this shapes a curriculum that allows the child to investigate the great questions of this age: 

How did the stars, the Earth and everything form? How does the sun work? How do plants grow and planes 

fly? How do animals and people thrive in deserts, the arctic, wild forest and in the ancient past?  

 

        Our Elementary program also provides a meaningful, broad framework within which children can organize 

all of their discoveries. With a series of special presentation, we introduce the beginning of the universe and its 

laws, the beginning of life and its evolution, the story of human culture and civilizations, and the development 

of writing and mathematics, and the continuing progression of all of these. Through these stories and the 

resulting explorations, the child integrates mathematics, language study, the sciences and humanities. The 

child also discovers the innumerable gifts that both nature and humanity have inherited from the work of the 

elements, the cycles of living creatures and the anonymous and famous innovators who contribute to our 

lives. 

 

        Increasingly drawn to work in groups, students develop skills that allow for collaboration. By planning and 

leading outings necessary to their own projects, children develop greater independence in practical and social 

situations. They learn how to work with adults in the broader community to find resources, gather information 

or make a difference in the lives of others. Throughout their years in the Montessori Elementary program, 

lessons and school participation develop creativity, independent thinking, and self discipline as children learn to 

balance their own interests with the needs of others.  

 

  “Our aim is not merely to make the child understand and still less to force him 

to memorize, but to touch his imagination as to enthuse him to his innermost 

core.”  ~ Maria Montessori 

 

183  
Chinook fry raised & released into 

Lake Washington by Erin’s class  

  72 
Minimum number of Elementary 

small group outings last year 

17  (and counting) 

Parts of speech analyzed 

using grammar materials 



 

Middle School  

                                                                       Help me find my place in society. 

 

      Maria Montessori believed adolescence to be a time of great possibility.  One of increased creativity, 

sensitivity to beauty and justice, critical thinking and a sensitive period for the development of a social 

being. Our program embraces the value of both intellectual and practical work as avenues to 

self-construction and to fostering the development of the adolescent through academic study, creative 

expression, practical work, and the creation of an intentional community.  

 

       The Middle School utilizes the farm as a key part of our curriculum. The Pacific Crest Farm is an ideal 

place to study the interrelationships of natural and human systems on a simpler, more observable scale. 

Academic classes are also centered around a pedagogy of place, where the elements of each discipline 

are studied in relation to the real world we live in. Academic work also involves participation in community 

projects, making connections with neighbors and going on outings to observe the natural systems and 

human institutions that surround us. Our writing program, art studio, and annual play provide students 

with opportunities for creative expression. And through our Occupations program, adolescents participate 

in and lead economic enterprises, acquiring concrete experience and self-sufficiency in systems of service 

and exchange that form the foundations of human society. Creating and caring for a healthy community 

is an active part of the life of our Middle School students.  

 

      Through all of this, we aim to create a safe space for adolescents to practice the roles of adulthood - 

with adult-like work and responsibilities, relationships with caring adults, and opportunities for reflection.  

“Adolescence is the time, the ‘sensitive period’ when there should develop the 

most noble characteristics that would prepare a man to be social: a sense of 

justice and a sense of personal dignity.”  - Maria Montessori 

 

353 
Number of artworks displayed in 

the Middle School gallery 

26 
Number student work sessions at the 

University Food Bank 

53 
Number of Middle School  

farm trips 

 



  The Farm 
  

  

 

 
 

 

“Those with hands and no head and 

those with head and no hands are 

equally out of place in the modern 

community.” 

 -Maria Montessori  
 

 

 

 
 



    The Farm . . . 
     Since the purchase of Pacific Crest Farm in 2004, 

countless hours of effort have gone into its renovation, 

improving many of the facilities for prolonged student 

visits and community events. This hard work by students, 

board members, parents, teachers, farm managers and 

interns has created an organic fruit and vegetable 

production business featuring more than two hundred 

varieties, bringing animals to the land and developing an 

integrated curriculum for all grade levels.  The farm has 

become an important rural campus for the students and a 

beloved gathering place where the greater school 

community can work and celebrate together.  
 

The farm supports our educational mission, 

providing a working farm and land extension of the urban 

campus that allows students to participate in the entire 

cycle of production on the land. And this year, a newly 

acquired plot allows the exploration of meadows, 

woodland, riparian and native plants sanctuaries.  It invites our children into relationship with a particular place 

and its ecosystems, where nature and human civilization meet and evolve together.  
 

Primary students take special outings to the farm to explore this peaceful place with all of their senses 

through the changing seasons. Elementary students visit regularly in small groups to join in the daily work of 

planting, harvesting, digging, hauling and some care of the farm animals. New studies are often sparked by or 

expanded through these farm experiences. Over time, students develop a deep connection to and love for this 

rich piece of land and its unique community of lives.  
 

Maria Montessori’s vision for the adolescent program is based on living and working on a farm. The 

Farm meets the developmental needs of Middle School students for adult-like work, real and relevant 

experience that stretches their understanding of the relationship between nature and society.  
 

Production, food preparation, science investigations, and art/design projects. Through these learning 

experiences, our oldest students grow aware of their strengths and of the ways in which they can contribute 

to their communities.  
 

Continuing improvements in facilities have allowed our older students to comfortably extend their 

visits overnight, strengthening their independence and letting them fully emerge in the hard work they 

practice at the Farm.  
 

The Pacific Crest Farm is an integral part of our community, an outdoor classroom that fills us with 

pride, and our students and their families with joy.  

 

35  
Eagle attempts to  
take a chicken 

84  
Livestock animals 
raised successfully 

3,120  
Eggs collected 

99 
Student days on  
the farm 

 

 



Congratulations to the  
class of 2018! 

 
Our group of 16 graduates will be attending a range of area high schools 

 

The Northwest School 

Ballard High School 

The Downtown School: A Lakeside School 

Bishop Blanchet High School 

The Center School 

Nathan Hale High School 

Ingraham High School 

SAAS 

Garfield High School 

 

 



 

 
 

Gratitude 
We extend our deepest appreciation to each of you who 

ensure we can provide academic excellence and a rich 

community life experience through your generous donations 

and volunteer support. 


